
 
 
The Symposium was an outstanding success. 
Thanks to all who came. Although reporters 
were banned from the event in an effort to 
promote the discussion of unpublished data, a 
late-hour photograph of participants who 
stayed until the end was produced. Apologies 
to the high-profile guests that attended from 
SBCS, whose presence cannot be 
commemorated with evidence. They cannot (as 
a result) use their participation in the impact 
statements for the coming research excellence 
framework 2014, which is a pity.  
 

 
 
The meeting heard the frustration of those 
former members of the lab who moved on to 
work with the yeast system that “we used to 
sprinkle this stuff for flies to feed and now we 
have to take care of it”. A significantly more 
outrageous claim came from one person now 
working with mice that “Drosophila is simple”. 
She should be thankful to the Principal of 
Queen Mary, as it was Professor Gaskell’s letter 
published in the Times Higher Education and 
defending free speech on this campus that 
prevented a crowd of angered students from 
lynching the carrier of such heretic views. 
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp
?sectioncode=26&storycode=419421 
 
Indeed, those in the audience who simply 
cannot understand the little beast felt deeply 
disturbed.  
 
Participants were gratified at a later point in the 
meeting, however, when our guest speaker 
from Valencia, Spain explained that he was 
testing a number of drugs that were already 
proven to work in human clinical trials to see if 

they could be effective in a Drosophila model of 
the human disease. US vice-presidential hopeful 
of 2008 Sarah Palin’s famous remarks on 
Drosophila research came immediately to mind, 
as there couldn’t be a better demonstration for 
the value of our model system. 
 

 
 
More distinguished guests joined us from 
Guadalajara Mexico and Uppsala Sweden. They 
were shocked to find out that the organiser of 
the meeting thought he has iron balls (they 
thought the term was referring to ferritin); 
whereas whimpy sperm was of course proven 
not to be attributable to Dr Missirlis (he has 
been reproducing at a rate of 1 child per year 
recently) but to the Drosophila mutant glowing 
butts first appearing in a low quality journal 
published by the British Biochemical Society. 
The Swedish representative at the meeting will 
be informing her compatriots about the 
importance and potential impact of our work 
with this mutant, because she has vested 
interest for the Nobel prize, as she was the first 
person to recognise the requirement of iron in 
spermatogenesis. The meeting decided to 
adopt the following moto: ‘eat spinach; enjoy 
iron balls’. Popeye has been contacted for 
intellectual property permissions… 
 

  
 
Anastrepha grandis ,  the  king  of fru it  f l ies  
in Lat in Amer ica.  Note the huge  
test ic les of the cal l ing male! !  Copyright  
Rempoulakis .  
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